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In present claims 1-10,14-18,20,21,26,27,30,31,36,42 a lack of clarity 
(and conciseness) arises within the meaning of Article 6 PCT to such an 
extent as to render a meaningful search of the claims impossible. 
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b) claims 2,4,6,9,16,17,18,20,21,31: no search 

c) claim 3: insulator material blended with inks or dyes 

d) claim 5: phosphor material blended with inks or dyes 

e) claims 7, 8: phosphor material and insulating material are blended 
with (same) coloured material 

f) claim 10: display is provided with a transparent material as front 
filter/absorber 

g) claim 14: filter/absorber is provided in segments 

h) claim 15: filter is positioned to cover the outside of the substrate 

i) claim 26: the specularly-reflective filter/absorber is a multilayer 
colour film 

J) claim 27: the specularly-reflective filter/absorber is a scattering 
white layer 

k) claim 30: the transparent front electrode is replaced with a 

transparent metallic electrode 

1) claim 36: an electroluminescent display 

m) claim 42: the group of related segments is the standard seven segment 
group 

Present claims 9,10,16-18,21,27 relate to a product defined by reference 
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely 

a) claim 9: wherein an additional layer of suitably-coloured material is 
formed between the substrate and the insulator layer so as effectively 
to mask the insulator layer from view and thus to present the impression 
of a continuous layer when the combination is viewed through the 
transparent electrode. 

b) claim 10: '...!so as to modify the manner in which external light 
entering the display from the ambient surroundings is transmitted 
thereinto and then reflected back. 

c) claim 16: wherein the light reflected off the front of the display is 
very much greater than the light reflected off any of the internal 
interfaces. 

d) claim 17: wherein the light is reflected from the substrate/phosphor 
interface should match in colour and hue the light reflected from the 
substrate/insulator interface. 

e) claim 18: wherein the reflectance spectrum of the filter is shifted 
in wavelength compared to the transmittance spectrum of the filter, so 
that the colour /hue of the emitted light from the phosphor is not the 
same as that of the reflected light from the very front surface on the 
display. 

f) claim 21: wherein the front filter has a transmission colour that 
matches the light emitted by the display's llghtable areas when they are 
"on", and wherein the phosphor and the insulating/dielectric material 
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are coloured to have the complementary colour to the filter transmission 
colour. 

g) claim 27: '...! and the highly scattering film scatters light 
essentially uniformly over the visible spectra. 

An attempt Is made to define the product by reference to a 
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case 
is such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope impossible. 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts: 

a) claims 9,16-18,21: no search 

b) claim 27: wherein the specularly-reflective filter/absorber layer is 
a scattering white layer 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no International search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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